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Practical Outcomes : Family and Community Linkage Strengthened

Everyone learns, everywhere can learn !
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SDG goals by grade

managemant

aeaded; share, Ci cation in
F age 6 until 18

P iarine resources that
support life on Earth
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the education system? Are those

mandatary courses ?

Agjandro ibako 17:34
d’ How is Al-empowered climate
change education incorporated

into the education systam?

What types of Al wols or platforms
are most commonly used to

support climate leaming?

; - o HEEEHREGHRT BHEFE
Kimmo Leinone... x

Rimme Leinonen (City of
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Workplace

Dr. Susanne Tiib... - g ﬁ
ioD-L.. 2 Jia ghai 5 t

UNESCO GNLC ESD Working Group - The.. ++ [
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Virg Ku -
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& Thank you for your wenderful
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It Susanne Tlbel (DD-Lena) 1

% Dr. Susanne Tu

Grgen Fal

@ Thank you very much for those

interesting insights!

Tonald Deckert 1
'@ Thank you very much to all of you.
Have a great ongoing week ...
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from a lifelong leaming pesspective,

.. will coriribute in expanding and strengthening
green communifies around the warld, in Iine with
Ihe miain nbjectives of the GEF.
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In practice: Exploring local ecology
through the Wujing Town walking
tour
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.Seeing life through life: Unpacking life education in
intergenerational learning in China

Hao Cheng® ™

Life education is increasingly recognized as one of the potentially effective ways to reduce
unnatural deaths. Existing research focuses mainly on classroom knowledge transfer and
extracurricular practical activities, which has been criticized for their effectiveness due to
insufficient interaction between teachers and students. Creating high-quality life education,
therefore, has become a demand for human happiness. Intergenerational learning embedded
in life education, developed by collaborating with primary schools and older adult schools in
China, has become an effective practice. Two teachers, seven primary school students, and
seven older adult learners were interviewed to reveal the characteristics and impact of this
effective practice. This model of practice establishes a dual subject of teachers and students
in breaking the boundary between teachers as subjects and students as objects, while
recognizing diverse lives in the interaction and reflection of intergenerational learning. In
addition, this study constructs a classroom teaching model of teachers, primary school
students, and older adult learners jointly creating knowledge, skills, emotions, attitudes, and
values, and | put forward the life education thought of 'seeing life through life’. This study has
implications for policymakers on improving educational policies and practitioners on
innovating life education models in cross-cultural contexts.

%%, Seeing life through life: Unpacking life education in intergenerational
learning in China[J]. Humanities and Social Sciences Communications, 2024, 11(1): 1-12.
https://www. nature. com/articles/s41599-024-03551~y
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Taking grandparents to school: how school-
community-family collaboration empowers
intergenerational learning in China

Hao Chengi® e

Intergenerational relationships that highlight learning characteristics are created in inter-
personal conflicts and lifelong education. Realizing the high-quality development of inter-
generational learning has become a key problem. A primary school in eastern China united
communities and families to create an efficient intergenerational learning project. This study
aims to explore how this intergenerational learning is created. A principal, a teacher, two
community educators, and five family members were recruited as the unstructured interview
participants to collect data. This study finds that the school, community, and families play
irreplaceable roles in creating intergenerational learning. Influenced by educational policies
and education responsibilities, the school proactively designed the intergenerational learning
project that takes grandparents to school in interaction with the community and families.
Adhering to the principle of social services and age-friendly, the community provides suffi-
cient educational resources for implementing intergenerational learning through collaborative
support. Considering the generation gap and integration between grandparents and grand-
children, families as participating identities make intergenerational learning from possible
imagination into real practice. This study highlights the theoretical framework of how
intergenerational learning is created in school-community-family collaboration. The practical
implications for optimizing intergenerational relationships and coping with population aging
are further emphasized.

%%, Taking grandparents to school: how school-community—family collaboration
empowers intergenerational learning in ChinalJ]. Humanities and Social Sciences
Communications, 2024, 11(1): 1-12. https://www. nature. com/articles/s41599-024-03750-7
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Linking personal initiative and
family help as well as social
support: a case study of learning
challenges and solutions for older
adults in rural China during the
COVID-19 pandemic

Hao Cheng*

School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, China

Background: The sudden outbreak of the COVID-19 Pandemic has caused
serious damage 1o the continuous leaming of older adults around the world.
While the existing literature focused more on older adults’ learning in developed
countries, few studies explored older adults' learning in developing countries
with low social and cultural capital.

Methods: This study took family-school cooperation in China as the platform
and explored learning challenges and selutions through unstructured interviews
with 12 older adults.

Results: The study found that due to policies of working and studying from
home, clder adults face obstacles in accessing physical learning institutions and
digital learning knowledge, skills, and psychology. | further found that the older
adults were not forced to accept the challenge passively, but created a lifelong
learning model with Chinese characteristics by building self-learning based on
perscnal initiative, developing sustainable intergenerational learning rooted
in Chinese family culture, and participating in online learning in schools and
enterprises under the government guidance.

Conclusion: This study provided new knowledge for understanding the learning
challenges and solutions of older adults in rural China. It is emphasized that
policy value and practice enlightenment were highlighted and discussed in
conversations with active aging. intergenerational learning., and harmonious
societies.

HEYWORDS

the COVID-19 pandemic, aging population, educational gerontology, self-directed
learning, intergenerational learning, online education

725, Linking personal initiative and family help as well as social support: A

case study of learning challenges and solutions for older adults in rural China during
the COVID-19 pandemic[J]. Frontiers in Public Health, 2024, 12, 1384527.

https://www. frontiersin. org/journals/public-health/articles/10. 3389/fpubh. 2024.

1384527/full
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SAGE Open
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Exploring the Dynamic Process of o s
- journals.sagepub.com/homel
Older Adult Learners Recognizing Sse

Young University Students as Teachers

in Reverse Education: A Case Study
in China

Hao Cheng' () and Keyi Lyu™

Abstract

Reverse education, where younger individuals teach older adults, has gained prominence but lacks comprehensive under-
standing regarding its dynamics and impacts. This study addresses this gap by exploring the cognitive processes of older adult
learners who view young university students as their teachers. Through semi-structured interviews with 12 older adults
learning to use smartphones, we identify and analyse 3 critical stages of their cognitive journey: pre-teaching, teaching interac-
tion, and learning reflection. In the pre-teaching stage, older adults accept young students as teachers primarily due to the
perceived authority of the educational institution. During the teaching interaction stage, they recognize the value of the
younger generation’s teaching abilities and emotional support. In the learning reflection stage, older adults emphasize the
quality of their leaming experience and personal growth when evaluating young students as teachers. Our findings provide a
nuanced understanding of why older adult learners embrace reverse education, highlighting the importance of teaching com-
petencies and emotional engagement. These insights have significant implications for enhancing reverse education practices
and the professional development of educators in senior university settings.

TE5E, BRI, Exploring the dynamic process of older adult learners recognizing
young university students as teachers in reverse education: A case study in Chinal]J].
Sage Open, 2024, 14(3), 1-14.

https://journals. sagepub. com/doi/abs/10. 1177/21582440241284567
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Balancing positive and negative: A dialectical understanding of
Chinese older adults toward online learning

Hao Cheng™ ', Hongfeng Yang ", Yinguang Sun* +*

# School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, China
¥ School af Computer Science and Frgineering, Wuhan Instite of Technology, Wuhan, China

ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Online learning for older adults has been developed and driven by social transformation, infor-
Social transformation mation technology, and digital media. Previous research has focused on examining the elements,

roj!mlﬁd'?n asir_‘ﬁ i processes, and improvements of online learning for older adults, while older adults’ under-

Dr::":an":,;ﬂ ey standing of online learning has not been systematically reported. Adhering to the qualitative
Idl medl

O]ﬁer sidult research paradigm, eighteen older adults were interviewed in an unstructured at an older adult

Lifelong educatien school located in central China. Inspired by dialectical thinking and learning theory, a theoretical

Online learning framework for revealing older adults’ understanding of online learning was constructed. Based on

deductive and inductive coding, the findings of two categories and six themes were dynamically
identified and interpreted in the Chinese social context, Overall, a dialectical understanding
balances older adults’ positive and negative results towards online learning. Specifically, the
human-computer interaction learning mode, free leaming time and space, and sufficient learning
resources are positive understandings of online learning for older adults, Network access barriers,
insufficient teacher-student dialog, and insignificant leaming effects are the negative under-
standing of older adults toward online learning. The above respondents’ positive and negative
understandings provide strong evidence for adding new knowledge about Chinese older adults’
dialectical understanding of online learning. In addition, the findings put forward a unique and
groundbreaking ‘answer” for exploring, validating, and constructing a theoretical framework of
online learning for older adults. Furthermore, practical insights and policy implications on
optimizing older adults’ understanding of online learning and eliminating the crises of population
aging are discussed and constructed.

185 it PV,  Balancing positive and negative: a dialectical understanding
of Chinese older adults toward online learning[J]. International Journal of Educational
Research, 2025, 131(3), 102616.

https://www. sciencedirect. com/science/article/pii/S0883035525000904
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New social circles: Unpacking Chinese older adult learners’ insights

into making friends at older adult universities
Hao Cheng(’

School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, China

ABSTRACT

Aging, information technology, and social transformation challenge the
traditional functions of older adult universities. Previous studies have
revealed the personal, family, and social values of older adult schools, but
the social functions have not been specifically reported. This study examines
how older adult learners verify and construct the social functions of older
adult universities in China. A theoretical framework was constructed inspired
by theories of life course, information technology, and common interests,
Twelve older adult learners from Yin Ling Older Adult University in Shanghai
were recruited following a qualitative research. Unstructured interviews were
employed to collect data, which were analyzed using deductive and induc-
tive coding. The reliability was enhanced through the application of the
kappa coefficient and reflective practice. The study found that older adult
learners verify social functions of older adult universities in China. Firstly,
older adult universities provide a platform for learners who have gradually
lost friends after retirement to make new friends. Secondly, older adult
universities compensate for the shortcomings of virtual online chat in meet-
ing the psychological needs of learners to make friends. Thirdly, making
friends with common interests is activated in conversational teaching and
after—lass interactions. This study examines how older adult learners verify
and construct the social functions of older adult universities in China. In
addition, this study provides practical value and policy insights for under-
standing the relationship between the learners’ needs and older adult uni-
versities’ functions.

255, New social circles: unpacking Chinese older adult learners’ insights into
making friends at older adult universities[]J]. Educational Gerontology, 2026,
52(1), 1-17.

https://www. tandfonline. com/doi/full/10. 1080/03601277. 2026. 2622409
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Retirement without rest: A qualitative study of retired teachers' motivation
from prestigious universities to support less prestigious universities

in China

Hao Cheng ©

School of Fiducarion, Central Ching Normal University, Wuhan, Ching

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywards: Population aging, re-employment post-retirement, and the allocation of higher education resources constitute
Active aging increasingly salient domains. Existing research has focused on examining career motivations of pre-service
Re-employment after retirement

teachers and the determinants of re-employment among older adults outside of education. However, the moti-
vational drivers underlying the mobility of retired teachers to support from prestigious to less prestigious uni-
versities remain systematically reported. This phenomenon, situated within the distinctive context of China,
presents a valuable empirical case for addressing this research gap. We developed an integrated motivational
framework encompassing cultural memes, policy environments, educational emotions, and self-realization.
Guided by a qualitative research paradigm, semi-structured interviews were conducted to ensure methodolog-
ical coherence with the exploratory nature of the research questions, Twelve retired teachers from eight pres-
tigious universities in China were recruited as interviewees, The analysis revealed that post-employment in
traditional cultural, institutionalized national policies, educators’ pedagogical commitment, and the self-
realization collectively elucidated the underlying motivations. Overall, this study proposes a contextualized
motivational model that integrates ‘culture, policy, ocrupation, and life’ in the Chinese context. The findings
offer practical insights for facilitating post-retirement knowledge transfer and optimizing the spatial distribution
of academic talent within higher education systems. Furthermore, practical and policy insights for facilitating re-
employment knowledge transfer and optimizing the spatial distribution of academic talent within higher edu-
cation systems.

Older adults’ human resource development
Alloration of higher education resources
Qualitative research

F2%5%. Retirement without rest: A qualitative study of retired teachers’
motivation from prestigious universities to support less prestigious universities in
ChinalJ]. Acta Psychologica, 2026, 263, 106388.

https://www. sciencedirect. com/science/article/pii/S0001691826001897
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External input and internal generation: the Chinese
experience of how urban retired teachers maximize
support for impoverished rural schools

Hao Cheng® '™

Re-employment of retired teachers is regarded as a method to move towards productive
aging and improve education quality. Existing studies have provided new knowledge on
retired teachers' value, recruitment, and teaching, especially in higher education. However,
the logic of practice and impact of retired urban teachers supporting impoverished rural
schools in western China has not been systematically reported. A principal, a vice-principal,
three young and middle-aged teachers, and four urban retired teachers from an impoverished
rural primary school in western China were recruited and interviewed. The practical model
and theoretical construction of urban retired teachers supporting impoverished rural schools
based on Chinese culture are dynamically elaborated in the inter-embedding of social support
and endogenous development theory, as well as interview data. It is found that practicing
classroom teaching, promoting classroom construction, and assisting school governance are
typical behaviors of urban retired teachers supporting impoverished rural schools through
external input. In addition, helping young and middle-aged teachers optimize curriculum and
teaching, and providing professional training in educational policy, practice, and theory, are
effective practices for urban retired teachers to help impoverished rural schools realize
endogenous development. This theoretical logic offers a unique pedagogical contribution to
understanding the challenges of an aging society and empowering impoverished rural
schools. Mareover, this study highlights the practical value and policy implications of max-
imizing retired teachers' human resources and narrowing the gap between urban and rural

education.

%%,  External input and internal generation: The Chinese experience of how urban
retired teachers maximize support for impoverished rural schools[]J]. Humanities and
Social Sciences Communications, 2025, 12(1),1-12.

https://www. nature. com/articles/s41599-025-05421-7
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	一、教育学标识性概念大型研讨会“终身教育”分论坛顺利召开
	二、全国代际学习研究联盟召开三年行动规划研讨会
	三、全国气候变化教育研究联盟召开三年行动规划研讨会
	四、上海合作主持全球学习型城市网络2026第一期主题会议
	五、研究院与宝山区妇联、上海气候周共商社区可持续发展合作
	六、上海终身教育研究院在线召开专题科研工作会议
	七、华东师范大学气候变化教育文科实验室开展系列专访
	八、上海终身教育研究院最新成果推介

