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Lifelong education: the infrastructure
bearing the sustainable development

of our people and cities
(Preface)

Opinions on the Promotion of Learning City Construction, which was issued in
August, 2014 by the Ministry of Education with the joint efforts of seven government
departments including the Central Civilization Office and NDRC(National Development and
Reform Commission), has pointed out that “people’s lifelong learning demands should be
met with teachers always available; People’s all-round development should be promoted ...
Lifelong Learning for all people should be taken as the key foundation of urban develop-
ment.” Thus it indicates that the development of lifelong education and the construction of
learning city have become important strategies for our country’s urban governance and sus-
tainable development in the future.

Since the promulgation of the Guidance for the Construction of a Learning Society by
the municipal government in 2006, the task of constructing the learning city of version 1.0
has been accomplished, which forms the fundamental system of lifelong education, and
different kinds of lifelong learning institutions provide 10 million citizens with varieties of
education and training opportunities annually. However, it is the most important issue
regarding educational development we are pondering on as to how to reexamine the essence
and functions of lifelong education according to the development trend and the development
target of our time, promote the lifelong education of version 2.0 and take the lead nation-
wide in constructing a learning city.

With the deepening of globalization, intellectualization and informatization, lifelong
education should become the infrastructure bearing the sustainable development of our

people and cities, As is known to all, infrastructure is the indispensable development condi-
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tion for all cities. It includes not only concrete development conditions for cities such as
electricity and transportation, but also social functional infrastructure such as schools and
hospitals. As early as in 1994, the World Bank has already listed “education” as one of the
social infrastructure in the development report named “Provide Infrastructure for Develop-
ment”. Nowadays, in this era of globalization and Internet, dazzling changes have taken
place in people’s life. From the perspective of Shanghai’s innovation-driven development and
its construction of a comprehensive well-off society, development in the future will increas-
ingly depend on the drive of such innovative elements as technology, human resources and
culture, which allows the importance of lifelong learning participation of every person to
rise to an unprecedented height for the development of the whole city.

However, from the perspective of the development of lifelong education in Shanghai in
the current phase, there’s still a large gap to achieve its infrastructural function of the sus-
tainable development of our people and cities. Although Shanghai has structured a three-
layer grid-shaped lifelong learning institution covering counties, towns and streets, commu-
nities and neighborhoods, depending only on the limited resources provided by the adminis-
trative department for education can never meet the citizens’ huge demands for lifelong
learning. Meanwhile, the construction of lifelong education system for the whole society has
not been listed into the priority plan and design of urban infrastructure construction; The
integrative degree of different kinds of our society’s educational resources is still not strong
enough; And the expenditure for the lifelong learning promotion of the citizenry, institu-
tional system such as quality assurance, and the promotion mechanism for motivating
industry and enterprises, social organization and social training agency to jointly participate
in lifelong education development are yet to be established.

On the premise of inheriting the basic standpoint of “for the lifelong development of
every citizen”, we have done many jobs and made new breakthrough in several aspects such
as converging power from all parties, integrating social resources and consolidating lifelong
education foundation. We are happy to see that Shanghai Development Report of Lifelong
Education, 2014 took lifelong learning development as the theme of the year, which show-
cases Shanghai’s fully use of the resources from all social departments to establish lifelong
learning bases for citizens and to vigorously expand the exploration of citizens’ lifelong
learning opportunities; We are happy to see Shanghai’s effort to activate power of all parties
to develop professional service teams and effectively improve the educative service quality
for senior citizens during the course of developing senior citizen education; We are happy to

see the communities and counties integrate schools, enterprises and social resources within



Lifelong education: the infrastructure bearing the sustainable development of our people and cities

the area to attract the general public to take part in a variety of learning activities.

The report also reaches out to diversified institutions such as world top 500 companies,
spare-time universities and universities for the old, which showcases how these institutions
reform with keen determination, become important places for the sustainable development
of grassroots employees, common people and related areas and play increasingly important
roles in the construction of “Five Civilizations”. The report thus provides valuable and prac-
tical experience on how we can construct a lifelong education development mechanism led
by the government and jointly participated by all parties in society in order to make lifelong
education an important infrastructure bearing the sustainable development of our people and
cities. In addition, the report surpasses the boundary of Shanghai and takes a broad view of
the whole nation, even the whole world to discuss about the topics such as the legislation of
lifelong education, the professionalization of lifelong learning educators, and current.partic—
ipation condition of lifelong learning, which is indisputably another indispensably important
exploration to consolidate the basis and ensure normalized development for the theoretically
scanty field of lifelong education.

In the fairly long period of time in future, Shanghai will quicken its pace, make efforts
to construct a lifelong education system where education of different levels and kinds
develop harmoniously and integratedly in an mutually-open way, construct a lifelong learn-
ing service system propelled by multiple subjects and establish a security system which is
able to motivate the vigor of the whole society for lifelong education mechanism. All of
these are basic guarantees to fundamentally support the sustainable development of our

people and cities.

f
e
Yuan Wen

Research Fellow Deputy Director of Shanghai Municipal Commission of Education
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